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Kent Action Against Live Exports (KAALE) 

 
“I never give them hell. I just tell the truth and they think it’s hell.”  

President Harry S Truman   
 

Patrons:  
Carla Lane:  http://www.carlalane.com/ 

‘The Black Spurs’:  http://www.theblackspurs.com.au/Contents.htm  
Maria Daines:  http://www.maria-daines.com/ 

 
     

Website:  http://www.kaale.org.uk/ 
 

Mailing Address:  The Sheiling, London Road, Sholden, Deal, Kent, CT14 0AD England UK. 
 

Newslines: 01304 – 204688 for shipment times/01304-379522 for overall report 
 (Newsline normally updated each Sunday evening; more regularly during every shipment as 

data gathered) 
 

Contacts: Chairman:   Mr. Ian Birchall – Mobile 07968134489/07891032121  
 

EU / Press Officer:  Mr. Mark Johnson – Mobile: 07947 997110 
 

Date: Tuesday 6th May 2014 
 

‘J 104’ 
 

KAALE REPORT on the LIVESTOCK SHIPMENT from RAMSGATE, KENT ENGLAND 
TO CALAIS, FRANCE on Tuesday 6th May 2014 

 
VESSEL: M.V. ‘JOLINE’ Latvian registered very small, 48 metres long by 15 metres 
wide, inadequate Ro-Ro vessel with a single, open deck this offers no shelter from 

foul weather for anything carried on that deck. It has a top capacity of seven 
Lorries (compromised). 

 
CONDITIONS: - sunny intervals otherwise cool with a VERY STIFF BREEZE up to 

force 5 and VERY CHOPPY SEA with white tops to the waves. 
 
 

ATTENDING: - KAALE monitors and TALE and KAALE members for support and to 
inform the general public.  Kent police also attended and inside the docks were 

RSPCA inspectors and Animal Health from Defra with an Animal Health vet also in 
attendance. 

 
 

Two RSPCA inspectors were also allowed into the port 
 

Kent police were also in attendance in some force with EG’s filming everyone. 
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The M.V. Joline left Calais at 05.15am BST and crossed to Ramsgate finally berthing 
around 09.45am. 

 
The approach road to the New Port of Ramsgate comes from inland and then runs 
downhill in a dedicated tunnel through the chalk cliff to sea level and the docks.  

 
This day that tunnel was closed for routine maintenance  at 08.30am  - however 

nobody seemed to have informed the lorry drivers of this so when the two lorries for 
the Joline arrived they found the  tunnel closed off and notices advertising a 

diversion through the town via the old approach to the docks . 
 

  RESULT: - THE USUAL FARCE THAT PASSES FOR THE JOLINE’S SHIPMENTS. 
 

Accordingly the two transporters, having traversed a roundabout at the top of the 
tunnel several times  to get their bearings, made for the diversion  and yet another 

roundabout which they also traversed several times before deciding that they 
would go through the tunnel after all as they were sure the authorities would let 
them  go through the tunnel  -  and yes lo and behold  – the authorities made an 

exception just for them. 
 

It hardly improves. 
 

At 10.15 hrs BST the two lorries finally arrived at the docks - except somebody 
seemed to have forgotten to unchain and unlock the gates and it was a mad 

scramble to get the gates open. 
 

 1.  DUTCH registration   front BN GV 01/ rear OF 68 RN,  
White cab with no name and grey trailer carrying 3 tiers of sheep   

The male driver had a child passenger, a boy of around 12 or 13 years of age in the 
cab with him. Cab and trailer belongs to Johannes Onderwater the owner of the 

Joline. 
  

 2.  DUTCH registration front BT JD 75/ rear OB 29 JS    
Grey trailer with white cab, also belongs to J Onderwater carrying 3 tiers of large,  
heavily fleeced sheep, probably cull ewes: -  animals who are now barren and so no 

longer of economic value to the farmers. 
 

Both Lorries drove into the docks and parked behind a very large shed and were 
both inspected by Animal Health and their vet, who appeared to do a thorough job. 

 
The RPSCA are allowed into Ramsgate Port on the say so of the port owners, Thanet 

District Council, but they are not allowed to touch the Lorries 
 (The exporters historically are scared they will be found out in too many sins and 

have demanded that the RSPCA do not touch their Lorries)   
 

However on this occasion but with only a  ‘walk round’ they saw nothing really 
wrong this time and felt this new Animal Health vet did a reasonable job, however, 
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the Animal Health officials are looking on this as a commercial enterprise whereas 
we and the RSPCA only care about the animals. 

 
The two transporters then made their way to Berth One, which is Joline’s allotted 

berth now at Ramsgate. It has a narrow approach and both Lorries made the 
mistake of driving straight to the quay alongside the ship and then attempting to 

turn to board which did not work well due to restricted space.   
 

The young boy in lorry number one jumped from the cab and raced down the 
loading ramp and on to the ship just ahead of  lorry number two, the first to board, 

making a turn  in order to reverse on, which it achieved after much twoing  and  
froing. 

 
Then it was the turn of lorry number one to attempt to board. 

 
Yet  another pantomime then took place with one man at the rear of the lorry 
waving his arms like a windmill so as to help the proceedings and the driver 

reversing and going forward and then reversing again and going forward so many 
times  that we on shore watching felt quite giddy with it all.  

 
What the poor long suffering sheep felt like can hardly be imagined – they already 

having had to endure the many negotiations of the roundabouts earlier. 
 

Finally after over ten minutes of this the last of the two lorries got on board the ship 
and she hastily raised her stern door and promptly left the berth ONLY to pull up 

sharply, not having noticed a yacht leaving the Royal Harbour exit just next door. 
 

Reinforcing KAALE’S theory that Joline is of the opinion that the world, nay the 
universe, exists just for them and no one else matters. 

 
Joline left Ramsgate bound for Calais at 11. 04 hrs BST and headed out into, by now, 

a very rough English Channel. 
 

VERY CHOPPY WITH A VERY STRONG WIND BLOWING,  
 

After the indignity of the roundabouts and the boarding the sheep now have to 
suffer a rough trip across that notorious stretch of water for four hours. 

 
We had good support from our people with many staying at the roundabout at the 
entrance to the port road tunnel with banners etc so they could inform the general 

public as Ramsgate port is very isolated. 
 

When the Lorries arrived at the port several people managed to walk into the port 
with the vehicles and as a result were able to talk to the Animal Health inspectors, 

one of which, Nicola Clerk, is quite receptive to our concerns. 
 

Unfortunately this did not stop the Joline sailing in conditions that would not have 
been allowed at Dover as the wind was very high gusting force 6 at times. It appears 

that there is no one at Ramsgate to stop the Joline sailing in adverse weather!! 
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Chris Gosling from ‘Shipping TV’ did a great video of this sailing which has gone on 
youtube, face book and twitter resulting in an avalanche of interest. 

 
You can see this video at 

 
http://youtu.be/toak8dbGbcQ 

 

 
But be warned towards the end of the video is some graphic footage of what is 

happening to some of our sheep so if you can not face this switch off after the shots 
showing the Joline loaded. 

 
This is KAALE report J104 compiled on Tuesday 6th May 2014. 

 
 
 

ALL PHOTOGRAPHS FOR THIS SAILING CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE 
 

UNDER GALLERY 
 

 

 

http://kaale.org.uk/J104/j104.html  

 
 
 

ON THE HOOK NOT THE HOOF 
 

 
 

Kent Action Against Live Exports (KAALE) 
 
 
 
 

Website:  http://www.kaale.org.uk/ 
 

 


